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with ICSU. Based on analysis of these documents, it submitted its first
report to COGENE in March 1979. Because of changes that had oc-
curred in the status or content of the guidelines of a number of nations,
the Working Group issued a draft report rather than a formal document.
The information indicated that at the end of March 1978, approx-
imately 365 recombinant DNA projects were estimated to be under way
in 180 laboratories in 20 countries. Twenty nations had drawn up
guidelines for recombinant DNA experimentation. Of these, five had
developed their own guidelines, while the remainder adopted or
modified guidelines of the United States or the United Kingdom. The
Working Group issued an updated report in 1980 to take into account
revisions of the various national guidelines,

U.S.-JAPAN COOPERATIVE PROGRAM FOR
RECOMBINANT DNA RESEARCH

The basis for the U.S.-Japan Cooperative Program for Recombinant
DNA Research is the U.S.-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in
Research and Development in Science and Technology signed by Presi-
dent Carter and Prime Minister Ohira in May 1980. Recombinant DNA
is one of many areas of mutual interest that was included. The first
meeting of the program was convened in February 1981 to exchange in-
formation on national guidelines, host-vector systems, and risk-
assessment considerations. At that meeting, it was agreed that there
would be a Japanese liaison representative to the NIH RAC. As a liaison
representative, the Japanese representative would receive all materials
distributed to voting members of the RAC, as well as minutes of
meetings and other mailings.

Guidelines for recombinant DNA research had been developed by the
Science Council of the Japanese Ministry of Education in November
1978 and promulgated in March 1979. The first Japanese guidelines were
similar to the original 1976 NIH Guidelines. As mentioned earlier, the
first revision of the NIH Guidelines, accompanied by some significant
changes in containment requirements, was issued in December 1978.5
The Japanese had adopted as their first guidelines standards that were
more stringent than those in effect in the United States. The Japanese
government appointed a committee to review the 1979 guidelines in light
of developments that were taking place in the United States. As part of
this review, the Japanese government in August 1981 invited the direc-
tor, NIH Office of Recombinant DNA Activities, to present talks on the
NIH Guidelines and their history to the Ministry of Education and
several other research institutions throughout Japan. These talks pro-